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How to add shortcuts in PaintShop Pro
Description

PaintShop Pro comes with a lot of tools, settings, and functions. Although they are all available through
the tools palette or the different menus, there are already some shortcuts to access them too. Let's
look at the existing shortcuts and how you can even add your own.

What are the shortcuts?

Every tool or command that has a shortcut will display it beside their name. Usually, for Tools, you can
access them with a single keystroke. For example, for the Pick tool and the Move tool, you can see
the letters K and M beside them.
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The Selection tool will use the S as a shortcut.
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On the other hand, commands usually have a combination of keystrokes to access them. Here is an
example of commands that include one keystroke with a modifier.

I Erightness and Contrast b Brightness/Contrast... Shift+B

Hue and Saturation 2 HIECORtEC IR

Local Tone Mapping...
Artificial Intelligence b

Curves...
Depth of Field... zamma Correction... Shift+G
Add/Remove Noise E Highlight/Midtone/Shadow... Shift=M
Blur L= Histogram Adjustment. .. Ctrl=Shift+H
Sharpness E Histogram Equalize shift+E
softness L= Histogram Stretch Shift=T
Haze Removal Levels...
Skin Smoothing... L

What shortcut is available?

As you can see, not all tools and commands have a shortcut associated with them. There are some
tools and commands that you might use often, and you wish there was a shortcut for them. Can you
add them? Yes you can.

Let's start with the Freehand Selection tool. That tool has no keyboard shortcut. If we want to add one
to it, we have to know what key is NOT used as a shortcut, currently. You might hope to use a key that
refers to the name in question (let's say F for "Freehand", or maybe the H for "freeHand").
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You can check what shortcuts are already in use under Help > Keyboard map. This dialog window will
appear.
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ﬁ Keyboard Map et
t‘é 55| Categony: File “~ | Show Accelerator for: Default w @

Command Keys Description £
File 360°Phota... 360° Photo

FileAddInfa. .. This will create a text info

File BatchProcess... Converts a group of selected files

File BatchRename... Renames a group of selected files

FileClose For Help, Press F1

FileClose Cirl+F4 Close this image

FileColorManagementCalarMana. .. Configure the color management options

FileColorManagementColorWWorki. . Change curent color working space

FileCaolorManagement MonitorCali. .. Calibrating Maonitor

File DatabaseBackupExport ... For Help, Press F1

File Database Backuplmport ... For Help, Press F1

File E-mail Activelmage... E-mail the active image

File E-mail All0penimages... E-mail all open images

File E-mail Ml Selecteditems .. E-mail all selected tems in the Oraanizer

File Embedimage. .. Open an image a= embedded image

File Exit Cluit the application; prompts to save documents
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You can place all the keyboard shortcuts in alphabetical order, by choosing the All commands for the
Category (on top) and clicking the Keys column. You will need to scroll to to the bottom as the
commands without shortcuts will appear on top.
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Keyboard Map

»

| L"'.'_-_L 55| Category: | All Commands “ | Show Accelerator for: Default e @
Command Keys /" Description
Lexar Active Memory System... Upload script to Lexar Active Memary System card
Pan A Pan Tool: Use to pan large images.
Edit Undo Alt+Backs... Undo the last command
Paint Brush B Paint Brush: Lise to paint strokes on a raster layer
Clone E Clorne Brush: Use to create brush strokes that duplicate part of an image
SelectionsSelect Al Ctr+4 Select entire image
Swap Materials Ctl+Alt+FE  Swaps foreground and background materials in the material palette
WiewGrid Cir+Al+G Show or hide the grid
ViewMaagnifier Ctl+At+M  Show or hide the magnifier window
ViewZoom To 1007% Cirl-+Alt+N View the image nomally, with no zoom factor
YiewRulers Cti+Alt+R Show or hide the nulers
LayersWiewOveray Ctr+Alt+Y Toagale the overday farthe cumently layer
ImageMimarMimorHaorzontal Cird+B Mimor along horzontal axis
EditCopy Cid+C; Ctr... Copy the selection from the current layer into the clipboard
Selections SelectMone Ctd+D Femove the cument selection
Edit PastefAsNew Selection Ctr+E Paste data in the clipbeard into the curent image as a new selection
Calartimme Fla =t (i 22 P T rmeart Hha momreet rem lar calacstine irtn s festinn calactioe

Scroll to the F or H to see if they are in use. In this case, the F is already used for Fill, and the H is
used for the Symmetric Shape tool. So you can't use those keys.
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ﬁ Keyboard Map

@

| L"‘.';L =3 | Categony: | All Commands “ | Show Accelerator for; Default
Command Keys /" Description
Dropper E Dropper Tool: Use to select active foreground and background colors
Flood Fill F Flood Fill Tool: Use tofill an area with a color, pattem, or gradient
Help... F1 For Help, Press F1
ViewPalettesLeamingCenter F10 Show ar hide the Leaming Center palette
ViewPalettesBrushVarance F11 Show or hide the brush varance palette
FileSavehs... F12 Save the active document with a new name
Hide Palettes F2 Hide the palettes
WiewPalettesHistary F3 Show or hide the history palette
ViewPalettes ToolOptions F4 Show or hide the tool options palette
YiewPalettesMatenals F& Show or hide the materalz palette
ViewPalettesHistogram Ef Show or hide the histogram palette
ViewFalettesLayers Fa Show ar hide the layers palette
ViewPalettezsOverview F9 Show or hide the overview window
Rectangle G Rectangle Tool: Draw rectangles and rounded rectangles
Symmetric Shape H Symmetric Shape Tool: Draws symmetric shapes
Picture Tube | Picture Tube Tool: Use to paint with pictures
Dl i I iy Dot b i i i i smenini il =vine ) bl
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Let's scroll further to see if other single keys are not used. And we see that U, W, and Y are not used.

| @ Keyboard Map
| L"-'-l 55| Category: All Commands “ | Show Accelerator for: Default e @
Command Keys Description
Layersinvert Mask /Adjustment Shift+K Invert the cument mask or adjustment layer
AdjustHue And SaturationCaolorize .. Shift+L Colorize the image
4 AdjustBrightnessAndContrast Highlight /Mi...  Shift+M Adjust the brightness of the highlights and shadows
1 ImagePaletteLoadFalette. .. Shift+0 Load a palette from disk, and apply to the cument image
ImagePaletteEdit Falette .. Shift+P Edit the palette for the curment picture
ImageCrop ToSelection Shift+R Crops the image to the cument selection
ImageResize. .. Shift+5 Change the size of the image
AdjustBrightnessAndContrastHistogramSt...  Shift+T Stretch the contrast of the curent image so that all possible values are used
AdjustColorRed/Green/Blue... Shift+L Adjust the red, green, and/or blue
ImagePalette\ViewPalette Transparency Shift+\/ View the backaground through the transparent color
WindowNewWindow Shift+\\ Open another window for the active document
LayersMNewMask LayverHideAl Shift+Y Malee a new mask that obscures the entire layer
Text it Start a text editing session
Pen v Pen Tool: Draws lines, polylines, point to point, and freehand
Eraser X Eraser Tool: Use to replace colors in image with background color or transparency
Zoom Z Zoom Tool: Use to zoom in and out of images

Let's choose to use W for our Freehand selection tool.

Adding a new shortcut

Under View > Customize, you can go to the Keyboard tab. Choose the Tools (you will have less to
scroll than choosing All commands), and scroll to Freehand Selection on the left pane. Then, in the
Press New Shortcut Key, on the right, simply type W (that is case insensitive so don't worry about

uppercase or lowercase).
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Customize >
Commands Toolbarz Keyboard Menu  Options  Scripts
Category: Set Accelerator for:
Tools w Default w @
Commands: Cument Keys:
Flood Fil A Assign
Frame Tool
Freehand Selection =i
Gradiert Fil Pras Now Shioicid K biabh A
Hue Up/Down b R i
< > [ Reset Al
Description: Assigned to:
Freehand Selection Tool: [Unassigned]
|se to draw imegular
shaped selections

And click Assign. Then close that window. Let's look at our tools now:
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As you can see, the new shortcut shows up beside the tool. You can now use it like any other
shortcuts.

This is an example where we used a single key for the shortcut. It seems to make sense for tools as
they are all single-key shortcuts, while commands often have a modifier (Shift, Ctrl, or Alt, or a
combinaison of two). The same process applies if you want to create a new shortcut for any command.
When you assign the new shortcut, just press the keys in question (like "Shift+P" or "Alt+B"). Those
modifiers will appear without you having to type them "by name".

Can you change a shortcut?

Many tools and commands have shortcuts, but you might not use some of those commands, or at least
not often enough to need a shortcut (since you have to remember it too). That means that you can
reassign an existing shortcut to a different tool/command or replace an existing shortcut by something
else you prefer.

As an example, let's select the Highlight/Midtone/Shadow command. It has a Shift-M as the default
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shortcut. It will show in the Current Keys. If you want to add a different shortcut (like | entered Ctrl-H),
it will tell me if that last shortcut is already in use. In this example, that shortcut is already assigned to

the Feather command.

Custornize
Commands Toolbars Keyboard Menu  Options  Scripts
Category: Set Accelerator for:
All Commands g Default o @
Commands: Cument Keys:
AdjustBrightnessAndCi Shift+M fasign
Adjust BrightnessAndCi
Adjust BrightnessAndC T
Adjust Brightness AndCi - i e
T T— Press New Shortout Key:
< > |CurteH Reset Al
Description: Assigned to:
Adjust the brightness of the  Feather. ..
highlights and shadows

If this shortcut is assigned now, it will be removed from the Feather command. However, if | change it

to, it tells me that it is unassigned so | can use it.

Customize

Commands Toolbars Keyboard Menu  Options  Scripts

Category: Set Accelerator for:
All Commands b Default > @
Commands: Cument Keys:

Adjust Brightness AndC:

AdjustBrightnessAndCi » | | Shift+M ‘ Aasion
Adjust Brightness AndC

: ; Femove
Adjust Brightness AndCi p New Shortcut :
Adjust BrightnessAndCi ¥ it e
< > |+ | Reset Al

Description: Assigned to:

Adjust the brightness of the | [Unassigned]
highlights and shadows

As you can see, shortcuts are meant to help you work faster, and by customizing them, you can

improve your own workflow.
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You can change or add any number of shortcuts for tools and commands. Beware that if you reset your
preferences, those shortcuts will likely revert to default. Also, if you ever create tutorials for others,don't
use those shortcuts as they will not be assigned in your readers' or viewers' workspace.

Will you change your shortcuts?
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