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Using transparent masks in PaintShop Pro

Description

Different programs will use some native file types that are not usable in other programs. This is often a
guestion that is asked of PaintShop Pro users who find Photoshop supplies. Can | use them? Some
file types are commonly used in most graphic programs (ex: .jpg, .png). Others might be usable in a
limited number of programs even though they are native of one (ex: .psd files that are Photoshop
format but can be used by PaintShop Pro). Yet, at other times, some files need some tweaks to be
used in a different program.

Masks in PaintShop Pro

If you find a nice mask online, you might think that PaintShop Pro can use it. You are mostly right, even
though you might not know. Of course, if you find masks in a .pspMask format, there is no doubt that
you will be able to place it in the Masks folder and use it directly into your PSP. However, you will more
likely find masks that are in other formats.

JPG masks

PaintShop Pro does not need to use a .pspMask file to create a mask on your project. In fact, .jpg
images will do the trick as long as they are using black and white and shades of grey. Basically, the
black area will block the visibility of anything under it, while white will show everything. Grey areas will
let the image show through at different opacity level depending on how dark or light that grey is.

Let's see an example of how a mask will cover an image based on its color. You have the mask, on the
left and the original image to use, on the right.
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While the image is active, you can go Layers > New Mask Layer > From image, and in the window,
choose the mask image, by name.
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Once you apply this mask, you will see your image turn to something like this:
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Notice how the black area of the mask is completely hiding that section of the image while the grey
sections leave a partially transparent area of the image. This will work perfectly with JPG images used
as masks.

PNG masks

Going online or through digital stores, you might come across series of masks to frame around photo
and give a creative edge to them, however, they might not be in .pspMask format, nor they are in .jpg
format. Those will come in .png format, where the "visible" area is painted in black and the rest is
translucent. How can you use those? If you try to use the same process as for the jpg images, you
definitely won't get what you expect.

Here is a .png mask and the photo | would want to use it on.
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First of all, if | apply the exact same settings as for the .jpg mask, | will get a blank image as the mask
will turn completely black in the layer palette. The black area will block the image from showing, but the
transparent area? it will block too. But you can still use that black mask by changing the settings to
Source opacity. In this case, what is opaque in the mask, will be ignored and the transparent area will
be blocked (I know, a bit opposite to what would make sense).

Add Mask From Image

Source window:
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This mask will now let the central area of the photo show through, while the outside, which is
transparent, will block it, as if it were black. And here is the end result.
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Of course, you can also invert mask data if you want to erase the central area (where your png has

opaque pixels) if you want to create a frame instead.

L=

Source window:
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So, on a separate layer, filled with a solid color, this mask would yield this result.
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Any other format?

Basically, what you need is a white area to show your image, no matter what format the file is. The file
format itself is irrelevant, whether you are using a .jpg, a .png or even a .pspimage or a .psd file. You
only need white to show the photo, and the rest, whether it is black, grey, or transparent, will be
blocked from showing up. Remember that even if you find previews of black masks, you can always
turn them to white if needed and use them in PaintShop Pro.
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