
Resizing with Paintshop Pro

Description

When you work on a graphics project, it is likely that you will have to adjust the size of some images to
match the overall end result. There are different ways you can resize and which way you will choose
might depend on various elements.

Using the resize command

Obviously, if you want to resize an image, your first reflex will be to go for the Resize command. After
all, that's what it is for, right? Once you get to that command that is under Image > Resize, you will find
various settings to work with, so let's have a look at them.

At first, this is what your dialogue window will look like (starting with version X8).

As you can see, this dialogue window offers you 4 says to resize your image: by pixels, by percentage,
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by print size and based on one side.

Typically, you will be using either a resize by Pixels or by Percentage. Those are pretty self-
explanatory.

Resizing by Pixels

When resizing by pixels, you can determine what size you want to end up with. Beware that although
you can enlarge your image, it will usually have a distortion effect to it, unless you are resizing a vector
image or some text. You will notice that the two pixel values are linked together because, by default, if
you change the size for one side, the other side will be proportionally adjusted.

This is one reason why you might want to have your Rulers visible on your project, so you have an
idea of the size you want. Of course, if you have a set value you want to aim for, it will be easy to enter
those values. But if you want to resize your photo in order to match a quick page, or another project,
having an idea of the size you want would be useful.

Resize by Percentage

If you have only one image to resize, you can easily choose the resize By Pixels, but if you have
several elements to resize for a project, using a pixel value would make it quite inefficient since each
element might be of different size or proportion to start with. As an example, if I have a bow that I want
to place on a layout and I want the matching straight ribbon to be on the same page, I might know I
want to resize the bow to 500 pixels, but I cannot use the same pixel values for the ribbon. That is
when using Percentage makes just more sense.

When you choose the size in Pixels value, the result might look like this:

Without clicking on the OK button, change the mode to By Percentage. And you will get this set up.
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Now, knowing that this is resizing by 46%, it will be easy to resize other matching elements by the
same value, no matter what the actual pixel size would be.

Resizing by Print size

If you tend to print your projects, you might need to resize the overall image to match the end result.
The print size will obviously depend on the resolution you set it, so 1000 pixels would look different if
you were setting a resolution of 200 pixels/inch versus 300 pixels/inch.

You have options to adjust the settings and changing one would lead to different values on the other
fields. It all depends on what you want to achieve.
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Resizing Based on One Side

This option allows you to set a specific value for either the long side or the short side. Notice this does
not indicate the horizontal or vertical side, but just the long or the short one.

Advanced settings

If you check the Advanced settings box, you will get more settings to help you adjust the resizing
process. Let's look at the most commonly used settings.

Resampling

You get several options for resampling. Typically, using the Smart Size should give you what you
need, but you can experiment and choose a different one among the five available.

Lock aspect ratio
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By default, whenever you resize one value of the image, the other side will be adjusted proportionally.
However, in some instances, you will want to voluntarily disregard that option because you want to
change that proportion. Make sure you don't play with this option if you are dealing with a photo
because that will automatically mean a distorted image! But if you want to create a Barcode, or a plaid,
then changing the proportions is exactly what you need.

Resize all layers

Of course, sometimes you want to resize only one element on your project, whether it is one photo,
one element, a title, etc. In that case, you need to uncheck the box for this since otherwise, it is set to
resize the whole image and all the layers.

Resizing with the Pick tool

Although you might find that the Resize command would be the best and most obvious choice to
resize an element on a project, the Pick tool is another option. This will work best if you are using the 
Scale mode so you can adjust the size of the element or the image to match something else. If you
don't need an actual pixel value or a specific percentage value, resizing "by eye" can be more efficient
as you can see what you get and what it looks like on the project. But make sure that the mode is set
to Scale or you will definitely have some distortion.
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