
Organizing your digital kits

Description

Do you gather kit after kit, after kit? Do you take advantage of all good sales? Are you drawn to
download free kits, and blog train kits? If so, you are not alone. That is very common in digital
scrapbookers. However, having so many kits on your hard drive can be a nightmare when you want to
start a project and are looking for the perfect kit, in the right color. How can you do that without opening
all the kit folders one by one? Let's look at some tips that can help.

Unzip the files immediately

You might not think it is a big deal but if you download a kit that includes several files, there is always a
possibility that one (or more) file would be corrupt in the download process. If that happens, you have
more chance to re-download the file soon after than if you wait months to do so. You would not want
an incomplete kit, right?

Group the sub-folders
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Often, kits will include lots of elements and papers and in order to avoid zip files that are way too big,
the designers will split them into multiple sub-folders. You can then end up with a few folder with 4 or 5
papers each. Once you unzip the files into one large file, you will still have many sub-folders.
Consolidate your papers into one single sub-folder. Then, one sub-folder for all the elements. Then one
for the alpha, and so on. This will help you choose the papers or the elements when you pick that kit to
use instead of looking through multiple sub-folders for choosing a single paper.

Move the preview

Almost all the kits you will download will include a preview. That file will often be present in all the sub-
folders so you will have multiple copies of it. You can delete all but one copy of that preview. With the
one file left, place it in the main folder of the kit, outside of any sub-folder.

Preview images

When looking at the files in folders (at least on a Windows machine), you can view them in various
ways, including with icons. This will give you a general idea of the color scheme of the kit and even if
you look at several folders at once. So, if you are planning on making a layout for fall, you can have a
quick idea of which kit will have those warm colors, and if you want to make a Christmas layout, you
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can quickly pick the kits with the correct colors for the mood you want. Of course, you will still have to
look closer, but at least, you will not have to open 100 folders!

Print previews

Another option that some scrappers use is to print those previews directly on paper, with the name of
the kit. Then, when the previews are printed (like 4 or 6 or 8 per page), they are placed in a binder that
can be browsed through simply by flipping the pages. I am not sure I would be able to keep up with
every new kit I get, but if that strategy works for you, or if you just want to try it, go for it!

How do you organize your digital kits? How do you search for the right kit for your next project? Share
your ideas in the comments below.
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