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5 ways to keep text legible on a photo

Description

There are times when we want to add text directly on a photo, and although it is easy enough to add
some text on a very wide and light sky, sometimes, the photo is busy, and there isna??t any wide
space to add a legible text. What to do?

The simple method

The most obvious methods are always to put text on a wide area that is mostly uniform in color so you
can use a contrasting color for the text, but not every photo offers that possibility. Or maybe, there is a
purpose in using a text color that is not contrasting with the photo.

Think ahead a?? choose the font

Whatever method you will be using for your text, remember that the size matters. Very small size text,
fine or very fancy fonts will always be challenging on a busy photo, so if you are able to choose a more
standard font, in a large size, it will help with the legibility from the start. Even then, sometimes, the text
will need some extra help to stand out. If so, consider one of the following tricks.
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2- Use a partial overlay

Instead of covering the whole photo with a white overlay, consider placing a white strip only where the
text is. This method is particularly useful when the text is limited to a few lines either together (like in
the center) or near the top or the bottom.

This allows you to showcase the vivid colors you are so proud of.

xt on a light blue sky will definitely benefit from a dark
liihe in a dark photo.

N the font used: a large font will be better than a thin one
tline, even if it is only a fine one.

Tra gl a'd RN T llBIR= 1, \ork very well with a light text on a light background.
tiewhent U Favela a dark photo, a white shadow will be best.

ThiBWIRGVE & tesult simila difiy %@t sting outline, but since it will be on one side only, it will
: : r Coy acity, unlike an outline).
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sh oW it Set 6 v ' fOn a separate layer. You might need to duplicate that layer
to nd Efi@EByou want, gngofsiiephoto you have underneath.
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The other method is to duplicate the text layer, and once rasterized, increase or decrease the
brightness so you get either a white or a black text, and then add a Gaussian blur. A setting of only 3 to
5 might be enough to make the text stand out from any busy background.

Here is another example where a text in a contrasting color still needed some help in standing out
without a??screaminga?e. In this case, a darker blurred duplicate was used.
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